Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 01872 071722Z 

47 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO SAJ-01 ACDA-19 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 EB-11 DRC-01 /147W 

093485 

R 071619Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5999 
INFO CINCPAC 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD VIA POUCH 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 1872 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, UR, JA 

SUBJECT: SOVIET COMMENTATOR NUDGES JAPAN ON 
SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

1. SUMMARY. MAJOR COMMENTARY ON JAPAN BY IZVESTIA POLITICAL 
OBSERVER KUDRYAVTSEV (FEB. 6 EVENING EDITION) CHIDES JAPANESE 
"RULING CIRCLES’" FOR DELAYING DECISIONS ON SOVIET- JAPANESE 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS, I.E., SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT. CHIEF SOURCE 
OF SOVIET UNHAPPINESS IS NEATLY SUMMED UP BY KUDRYAVTSEV 
COMPLAINT ABOUT CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF JAPANESE RULING CIRCLES WHO 
ARE INCLINED TO REVIVE JAPAN'S FOURTH-CENTURY ORIENTATION TO 
CHINA. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN ANALYZING JAPAN'S EFFORTS TO FORGE AN INDEPENDENT ROLE 

IN ASIA AND THE WORLD, KUDRYAVTSEV CITES BANGKOK AND JAKARTA 
ANTI- JAPANESE DEMONSTRATIONS AS EVIDENCE THAT OUT-OF-DATE 
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EXCESSIVE POLITICAL ORIENTATION TO THE U.S. HAS CAUSED PROBLEMS 
FOR JAPAN NOT ONLY IN ASIA BUT WITH THE ARABS, RESULTING IN 
ENERGY SHORTAGES. WHAT IS WORSE, JAPAN SHUTS ITS EYES 
TO PEKING’S "GREAT-POWER HEGEMONISM” IN ASIA, INCLUDING PRC 
SUPPORT FOR MAINTENANCE OF U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IN JAPAN AND 
ASIA. PEKING ALLEGEDLY WOOS JAPANESE MONOPOLIES BY LURE OF 
CHEAP MANPOWER, SEEKING TO INVOLVE JAPAN AGAINST ITS NATIONAL 
INTERESTS IN CHINA'S ANTI-SOVIET POLICY. 

3. KUDRYAVTSEV'S COMPLAINTS ABOUT EXTRANEOUS INFLUENCES 
(I.E., CHINESE) IN GOJ DECISION-MAKING PROCESS REGARDING 
SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT EXPAND IMPLICITLY ON CRYPTIC GROMYKO 
REMARK IN HIS YEREVAN SPEECH JAN. 19 THAT "MUCH DEPENDS ON 
JAPANESE SIDE." FORWARD MOVEMENT ON SOVIET- JAPANESE TRADE AND 
ECONOMIC ISSUES WOULD , IN KUDRYAVTSEV'S WORDS, "FACILITATE 
ELABORATION OF THOSE NATIONAL FOREIGN POLICY GOALS WHICH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF JAPANESE RULING CIRCLES TALK MUCH ABOUT." 

THIS COULD BE READ AS VEILED REFERENCE TO NORTHERN TERRITORIES, 
BUT IN CONTEXT APPEARS MORE LIKELY TO MEAN SIMPLY A LINKING 

OF SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT TO PROFESSED JAPANESE AIM OF INDEPENDENT 
FOREIGN POLICY. THIS IMPRESSION IS REINFORCED BY KUDRYAVTSEV'S 
DEVELOPMENT OF THEME THAT SOVIET ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY 
SCHEME WOULD HELP JAPAN PUT RIGHT ITS RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
ASIAN COUNTRIES, SINCE IT WOULD PROMOTE COOPERATION ON BASIS OF 
EQUALITY THROUGH-OUT THE REGION. 

4. KUDRYAVTSEV'S PURPOSE SEEMS TO BE REITERATION OF SOVIET 
INTEREST IN JOINT PROJECTS FOR SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
REASSERTION OF SOVIET DESIRE TO BE TREATED AT LEAST AS WELL AS 
OTHER MAJOR POWERS -U.S. AND PRC. CONDESCENDING TONE AND 
GRATUITOUS ADVICE TO GOJ DO NOT SEEM LIKELY TO EVOKE POSITIVE 
REACTION IN JAPANESE "RULLING CIRCLES," ALTHOUGH BASIC POINT 
OF ARTICLE IS UNDOUBTEDLY APPRECIATED BY GOJ. 
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